
QUARANTIMES 
I 

It’s Just Not On! 📆  
As mentioned above, even 
though Sports Day was 
unable to commence this 
year, an impressive 
programme of daily 
challenges persuaded 
many pupils, parents, 
teachers and pets to 
compete for house glory! 
 
Sunbathing, Strawberries 
and (a little bit of) Sport! 
Sahar Jafferbhoy 
   Sports day is often the 
event which concludes the 
winners of the house 
shield (and usually gives 
Wallace an opportunity to 
move up from last place!).  

 
 

Who doesn’t love a little 
HSD house rivalry? And 
even if athletics isn’t really 
your cup of tea, attending 
sports day is just as fun! 
Sitting in the sun with your 
mates and cheering on 
your house whilst nibbling 
on fresh strawberries (and  
skiving a couple of 
lessons!) is an afternoon. 
well spent. 
Sports day is another one 
of the major HSD events 
which connects our 
school, and brings us all 
together - teachers and 
pupils - onto the athletics 
field to spend the day  

 
 
 
 

 

together, and to have a bit 
of competitive fun. If 
you’re not competing, 
you’re cheering on your 
house and having a laugh 
with your friends. If you are 
competing you’re doing 
your very best to run 
faster, jump higher, throw 
further, because the final 
position of your house, 
really does depend on you! 
And if you’re a teacher, 
you spend all day enjoying 
the weather, and 
pretending like you don’t 
have a biased opinion on 
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In response to the wonderful feedback received following our last edition, we would like to say 
thank you, and continue to actively encourage every one of you to learn more about 
systematic racism, to educate yourself and your peers, and to have open conversations about 
xenophobic micro-aggression and implicit bias - in your household, school or workplace. We 
can always do more.  
On a more light-hearted note, this week saw a hugely successful virtual Sports Day, led by 
the PE department via Instagram (@high_school_of_dundee_sport), online inductions for 
new Form 1 pupils and the annual announcement of prizewinners. As we approach the end of 
the academic year, it’s been intriguing to see how events have been converted into online 
alternatives; this will most likely be how they continue for the foreseeable future… 
Editor, Malavikha Sudarshan 
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the houses (even though 
we all know you do! Whilst 
it would be delightful to go 
to Mayfield and be 
amongst everyone again, 
watching and taking part in 
all the events, anxiously 
watching the score board 
go up and up, it’s just not 
possible. We all miss our 
big HSD family right now. 

Now replicating sports day 
exactly, isn’t quite 
possible; however, we can 
make an effort to do 
something with our 
families. And now under 
the new Scottish 
government guidelines, 
you could perhaps meet 
up (socially distanced of 
course) with a friend’s 
family too and have some 
sort of sports day of your 
own. Create some races in 
your garden, or make up 
some new events. Time 
each other, and be 
creative with your ideas. If 
you want ideas for 
challenges to try out, 
check out the HSD sport 
Instagram page, where Mr 

Jack is always putting up 
new and exciting things for 
us all to try. If its any 
consolation, whichever 
house you and your family 
are in, will definitely win 
sports day at your house! 
 
At One With Nature 🌷  
Whilst outside, why not 
make bird-spotting a 
game? Sparrows, robins 
and pigeons are common 
sights. Crows are easily 
recognised, but it’s slightly 
harder to differentiate 
between each species 
within the group. 
 
Jackdaws 
Anna Dalglish 

   Jackdaws are birds that 
are common throughout 
most of Scotland, usually 
found in woods or parks as 
they are social birds and 
prefer to roost in woodland 
areas. Their scientific 
name is Corvus Monedula, 
which, if you take Latin as 
a subject you’ll know that 
Corvus means crow, so 
jackdaws are part of the 
crow family. When 
jackdaws call they make a 
“tchack” sound, which is 
how they got their name as 
it is similar to the word 
“jack”. Their diet consists 
of other young birds and 
eggs, as well as insects 

and other scraps they can 
find. They have pale eyes 
and a silver shine to the 
back of their head, as well 
as a wing span of around 
70cm. There is a tree in my 
garden with a hole in it that 
jackdaws are nesting in. As 
well as tree holes, they 
also nest in chimneys and 
other rock crevices. 

 
Book Club 📕  
This week, we have a 
heartwarming novel to 
enjoy, whilst cosying up 
with a mug of tea this grey 
weekend. 

“Unconventional” by 
Maggie Harcourt 
Laura Connolly 
   This book is for the 
people who love romance, 
star-crossed lovers and 
fate. This is a novel which 
is easy to follow and has 
many lovable characters, 
such as the main two: Lexi 
and Aiden. The characters 
are relatable, and the book 
lets you become Lexi, to 
experience love through 
her eyes, as well as her 
experiences of heartbreak, 
jealousy and hope. Lexi, 
with her efficient planning 

Sneha Sripada  

Sneha 
Sripada  

GoodReads 
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and ordered habits butts 
heads with Aiden, who is 
all over the place; but 
eventually, the opposites 
attract. It is a standard love 
story, but I love it (hope 
you do too!). However, it 
isn’t just about love, its 
about friendship and 
family, how it can become 
stronger or break down. 
Set at a book convention 
which Lexi organises, you 
will fall in love with messy-
haired Aiden or organised 
Lexi and you won’t want 
the story to end. This is a 
feel-good book and I would 
recommend this to anyone 
who needs a pick-me-up or 
just wants to lose 
themselves in a good 
book.  

  

Quarantine Quick-Fire 
(QQF)! 💭  
This week, we are joined 
by Euan McLeod, Business 
Advisory Partner, who’s 
experiences of lockdown 
will hopefully provide an 
insight into yet another’s 
daily life.  

QQF with Euan McLeod - 
Business Advisory 
Partner at Johnston 
Carmicheal 

 
   What’s a new skill that 
you have taken up during 
quarantine? 
Learning how to use Zoom 
and thereby keeping in 
touch with my family. 
   How do you think that 
daily life will change after 
lockdown? 
Work and leisure will no 
longer be the same. Work 
will become more flexible 
in its hours and we must 
look closely at determining 
“work time” and “relaxation 
time”. It is all too easy to 
be sucked into answering 
emails at 11pm or 6am. 
There needs to be time set 
for working and we must 
confine ourselves to that 
as far as we can. 

   What aspects of your 
working day have 
changed? 
No commuting has 
resulted in my working day 
stretching out to fill the 
gap. Good in some ways 
but bad in others. Having a  
son with Additional Support 
Needs has resulted in me 
splitting my day into 
distinct portions for working 
and care support. I have 
found myself being more 
mindful of things around 
me and “slowing down”. 
   How are you taking care 
of your mental and 
physical health? 
I am fortunate in that I 
have always been able to 
“switch off” and relax. This 
is exceptionally beneficial 
at this time. Having a 
distraction of family tasks 
to do in the afternoon has 
resulted in that being even 
more evident. I also have a 
partner who encourages 
me to do exercise even 
when I do not want to!! 
   What is your best advice 
to young people right now? 
Life is what you make it. 
Do not blame others or 
circumstances for you 
failing to achieve being all 
you can be. It is down to 
you and you alone.    
   If you could travel 
anywhere (after lockdown, 
of course!), where would 
you go? 

GoodReads 

The Times 

Queen of Contemporary 
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The East Neuk of Fife in a 
cabriolet. Sun streaming in 
with the roof down and 
magnificent views at every 
turn. Picnic of course.  
  Who inspires you most? 
One of my children – but 
I’m not saying which one in 
case they are reading this. 
   What has been your 
greatest achievement in 
lockdown, so far? 
Finally getting my garden 
into shape. 
   What is a quote that you 
live by? 
“The most misspent day in 
any life is the one when 
you have failed to laugh” – 
Nicholas Chamfort 
    
What to Watch? ★ 
Here, we have another 
upbeat recommendation; 
this series is easy to binge 
and will keep you 
entertained for hours! This 
show is especially fitting as 
we’ve come into Pride 
Month, and celebrates all 
genders in a warm 
manner. 

 
Queer Eye 
Phillippa De Vos  
   Netflix have released 
some great new series’ in 
the last week, such as the 
final series of 13 Reasons 
Why, but today I want to 
tell you about Queer Eye 
and it’s return for season 5. 
The reality show follows 
the Fab 5, a team of gay 
professionals who give 
lifestyle and fashion 
makeovers to different 
guests. I love the show 

because of how many 
different elements there 
are to the show, we see 
Tan improve wardrobe and 
fashion, Jonathon dealing 
with hair and skincare, 
Antoni teaching people 
how to cook, Bobby 
redesigning people’s 
homes and Karamo 
helping guests to focus on 
their mental health. The 
show sets out to show the 
importance of acceptance 
and kindness, which 
makes the show so 
uplifting and emotional to 
watch, I have cried quite a 
few times watching it! I 
would definitely 
recommend this to 
everyone who likes 
makeover shows like 
‘Tidying up with Marie 

Kondo’ but also to people 
that have lost motivation 
through being stuck in 
quarantine as its easy yet 
inspiring to watch. 

 
Competition Time! ♕ 
You may remember that a 
couple of weeks ago, we 
requested for entries of 
superhero drawings to be 
sent in, to be published in 
our newsletter. Although it 
was difficult, a winner was 
chosen, so congratulations 
to Lauren Humphries for 
her amazing Deadpool 
piece! All of the entries 
were fab, and are included 
below for all to applaud. 

W Magazine 

Netflix 

Netflix 
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Winner: Lauren 
Humphries, Form 2 

 
Jess Oliver, Form 1 

 
Sneha Sripada, Form 4 

 
Owen Barclaywood, 
 Form 4 

 
Laura Connolly, Form 5 

 
 
Orla Bryce, Form 2 

 
Skye Adamson, Form 5 

 
Editor’s Note ✸ 
Here we are, with only one 
week left of this academic 
year - and what a year it 
has been! It feels like it’s 
been a lifetime since the 
launch of Firefly, Mrs 
Hudson taking up the 
position as Rector, the 
Christmas dances, our all-
important prelims, the 
closure of Tesco beside 
the Wellgate... (honestly 
miss those meal deals!). 
It’s pretty incredible how 
fast/slow these past 11 
weeks or so have gone. 
Now, with only four and a 
half school days remaining, 
we are all wondering how 
to spend our extensive 
summer break; one that we 
are glad for, but also 
apprehensive about. With 
very few summer camps or 
get-togethers with friends 
to look forward to, none of 
us are sure how the eight 
long weeks will pan out. 
But that’s alright; we will 
adapt, and everything will 
work out in the end :) 


